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sense the history of most religions might be called a
slow corruption of their primitive purity. At all
events, no one would venture to maintain that re-
ligion always keeps pace with general civilisation.
Even admitting therefore that, with regard to their
tools, their dress, their manners and customs, the
Greeks and Komans, the Germans and Celts may have
been before the first dawn of history in the same state
in which we find some of the negro races of Africa at
present, nothing would justify the conclusion that
their religion also must have been the same, that
they must have worshipped fetishes, stocks and stones,
and nothing else.

We see Abraham, a mere nomad, fully impressed
with the necessity of the unity of the godhead, while
Solomon, famous among the kings of the earth, built
high places for Chemosh and Moloch. Ephesus, in
the sixth century before Christ, was listening to one
of the wisest men that Greece ever produced, Hera-
kleitos; while a thousand years later, the same town
resounded with the frivolous and futile wranglings
of Cyrillus, and the council of Ephesus. The Hindus,
who, thousands of years ago, had reached in the Upa-
nishads the loftiest heights of philosophy, are now in
some places sunk into a grovelling worship of cows
and monkeys.

Difficulty of studying the religion of savages.

But there is another and even greater difficulty.
If we feel inclined to ascribe to the ancestors of the
Greeks and Eomans the religion of the negroes and of
other savages of the present day, have we seriously